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*/. Cutler and Cooper have evolved an 


Earlier that same evening, Cutler and Cooper had been at thl cent 
assembled by Cooper to perform her music for films, includingjThe Cold Diggers It 

- lacked the definition and punch the per' 1 


cinema). Both Wachsmann and List pealed these ideas down for 

Braxton joined MEV on stage for their set which was general!' 
restraint. Like Amalgam. MEV allowed their music to grow colie 

the musicians consistently fed fresh Ideas into the < 
a reading by Rzewski of a letter homje from«— 

and MEV jvas an interesting 01 

• the live premiere of his solo " Comp 

sparkling melodic l» 



For those readers and retailers 
interested in recordings by this 
much neglected pianist We have, 
for 1 month only, special offers 
drawn from 10 Spotlitel albums 
featuring A1 Haig from hi^ 1940 1 s 
performances through to, what was 
sadly to be, his last Official 
recording session. I 
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AVAILABLE FROM GOOD JAZZ DEALERS. 

ALL FURTHER ENQUIRIES TO: 

- DISCOVERY RECORDS, PEWSEY, WILTS. SN9 6HW. TELEPHONE: (067285) 406 








MIKE 

ZWERIN 

COLUMN 

A VISITING Japanese journalist 
asked me: "How do American 
jazz musicians regard French jazz 
musicians?" The answer is too 
general for this limited space, so 
let us focus on New York. 


Learning to play, jazz in high school, 
my friends and I were absolutely sure of 
two things; bebop was the only music 
and New York the only place. This was 
the capital, we were the spearhead. 
Being the best cat in any other town 
was a small-change credit. If you can't 
make it in New York, you don’t make it. 
Period. 

The term "West Coast jazz" was 
pejorative more than descriptive. Out 
there they played with limp wrists, no 
balls, with sun-scorched brains. Trans¬ 
planted New Yorkers making heavy LA 
studio money today still admit to having 
lost their edge which is why Toshiko 
and Lew Tabackin moved back last 
year, despite their successful LA big 

Talk all you want about jazz as an 
international art form, and grant Albert 
Mangelsdorff and Steve Lacy as excep¬ 
tions, New Yorkers basically consider 
Europe the sticks. Joe Zawinul once 
said, with his finger-popping Austrian 
accent: "People either got it or they 
don't. Those that got it, sooner or later 
we come to Brooklyn." And sooner or 
later, in moments of weakness, New 
Yorkers who live in Europe for years 
worry if they are still tough enough to 
cut it back home. 

It’s partly self-fulfilling propaganda. 


Talk enough people into believing a 
myth and it becomes fact. It’s called 
"hype". Fast-talking New Yorkers lay 
down hip hypes. Although swing is not 
inherently determined by race, 
nationality or geography, Americans - 
particularly New Yorkers - have more 
confidence in their invincibility. 

Of course, there are different ver¬ 
sions of swing-flamenco swings, for 
example - but the version on which jazz 
is built comes from the rhythm of 
American life, particularly black urban 
speech and body rhythms. The entire 
city of New York swings, that’s no 
hype. Jazz reflects the complexity of the 
American heartbeat better than any 
other art form and New York reflects 
the complexity of America more than 
any other city. "New York is the hippest 
city in the world," the joke goes: "It’s 
so hip they named it twice .. . New 
York, New York." 

Jimmy Cleveland once said about Los 
Angeles: "It’s hard to play the blues 
looking at a palm tree." And a trumpet- 
player friend of mine, who shall remain 
nameless, groaned after plodding 
through a set with a French rhythm 
section: "The quality of life may be 
better in Paris than New York, but life 
isn’t everything." ■ 

















































ions and Ihe fifteen pieces clarify the 
nost songful aspects of Alterations. 
Some of it ("Hank's Pantry") might 



MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

from 

D0BELL6 jazz & folk record shop 

21 Tower Street, London WC2H 9NS 
Just behind St. Martin's 
Theatre 'The Mousetrap' 



Jazz Videos, Cassettes, Imported 
records - World Wide - Always in 
Stock, Plus Local Issues, Books, Special 
Offers ft Secondhand LP's. IBought ft Sold). 

Mail Order a Speciality (Including Credit 
Cards - Just 'Phone With Number & 
Address) . Telephone No. 01-240 1354 
Open 10am-7pm (Mon-Sat) . 
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100 OXFORD STREET LONDON 
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November FlWKSsEL 


fridays 8.30-2-™ 
mondays 8"12 


FRI 93 Thomas •Zimbabwe's top band! 

l jJ|apfumoand g tacks [Jr, I r- 

MON26 «the republic £3/250 


December 

sm blacIfraBts 

FRI7 k* 


FRI30 



south africanallstai 


h #FUFU AND LIGHT! 
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Louis 

Armstrong 

VSOP Vol. 3/4 (CBS 88002) 

Recorded: Chicago- between 13 May, 1927, and 5 December, 1928. 
Thirty-two titles including "S.O.L. Blues"; "Gully Low Blues"; "I'm Not 
Rough”; "West End Blues"; "Weather Bird". 

Louis Armstrong arid Kis Hot Five, Hot Seven and Savoy Ballroom Five, plus 
Lillie Delk Christian (vcl) and Carroll Dickerson and his Orchestra; featuring 
Louis Armstrong (cnt, tpt, vcl); Kid Ory (tbn); Johnny Dodds (dt); Earl Hines 
(p); Baby Dodds (d) and others. 



Great 

Recordings 

































BOOK REVIEWS 
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In this rare interview with poet, playwright and Black 
Liberation Movement activist AMIRI BARAKA, Val Wilmer 
offers an insight into his immeasurable contribution to 
twentieth-century Afro-American thought and his 
"commitment to humanity" in building the Black New World. 


AMIRI 

BARAKA 


























ON THE RECORD 
Jerry Wexler 









ON THE RECORD 
Jazz at the Phil 
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BORBETOIVIAGUS 



-.PLAYING OFF THE 
NER\/OUS SYSTEM 
































HUGH 

MASEKELA 

"By the time I was six I was very musical. I sang the songs of 
the streets, went to church with my grandmother (who also 
ran a shebeen), and had started to play the piano. I was 
already searching musically, and was soon to start searching 
for a way out of South Africa. .." - MASEKELA 
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I BLACK 
MASKS, 


I WHITE 
MASKS 
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SOUND 
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PLUTO 


Presents 


Books for a 
socialist Xmas 
































George Lee 
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LONDON JAZZ SHOP 

Requires full time counter assistant. 
Previous record shop experience an 
advantage but not essential. Good all round 
knowledge of jazz useful. Salary negotiable. 
Please send cv to Box 007 


HARVEYS I 


25 BELMONT ROAD, 

FAVERSHAM, KENT, ME13 8SE. 

MAIL ORDER JAZZ AT THE REST PRICES 


John Abercrombie. Night. ECM. £6.30. 

Bob Brookmeyer. The Blues Hot & Cold. Ver 
Jack DeJohnette's Special Edi 
Ganelin Trio. Strictly For Our I 
Lee Konitz. Motion. Verve. £5. 

Albert Mangelsdorff. Trilogue 


Robert Wyatt. The Animals I 
Kazumi Watanabe. Mobo 1.1 
RECORD OF THE MONTH: 


ALL THIS AND MORE AT 
HARVEYS NOW. 


Album ECM. £6.30. 
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r^rj=John Myattr^fh 
WOODWIND & BRASS 

SUPPLIES INSTRUMENTS, REEDS, TOOLS AND 
ACCESSORIES TO THE COUNTRY'S LEADING 
PROFESSIONAL PLAYERS AND TEACHERS 

• BEST DISCOUNTS 

• LARGE STOCKS 

• SAME DAY SERVICE 

• Unique Rental Scheme 



London’s Liveliest 


Guide 


On Sale Everywhere 


for every grade of instrument 
from beginner to professional standard 

Write or phone for 
free price list 

55 Nightingale Road, Hitchin, Herts. SG5 IRE 



GIVE SOMEONE THE JAZZ MESSAGE - SEND A FRIEND A WIRE THIS CHRISTMAS 



THE 

unre 


. OVERSEAS SUBSCRIBERS 


SURFACE MAIL: 


6 monthly issues £11.00 
12 monthly issues £21.00 
AIRMAIL: 6 monthly issues £18.00 

(Prices include postage and packing) 12 monthly issues £35.00 
(Please note: Payment by International Money Order. 
Bank draft in sterling, or sterling cheques drawn on 
London Clearing Banks only.) 


C/3 


BACK ISSUES 


INLAND surface airman 
each issue £1.50 £2.00 £3.00 

(N.B. Issues No. 2 and 6 are temporarily out of stock| 



ORDER TO THE WIRE 51 BEAK STREET LONDON W1 


Please send me the following 
The next 6 issues of The Wire 
The next 12 issues of The Wire 

starting with issue no. 

Back issue nos. 

I enclose the amount of. 

Name. 

Address. 

Country. 


oo The Wire is now published monthly. Subscribe now and receive your copy on a regular basis. 


























WE WILL BUY OR PART-EXCHANGE 

★ L.P.'s * E.P.’s ★ 78's ★ BOOKS & MAGS 

We have a Large Selection of 
★ New IP's including New Releases and Imports 

THE CLASSIC RECORDINGS OF 

Genius of Modern Music Vols. 1 & 2 Blue Note 
Thelonious In Action Riverside 
Misterioso Riverside Monk & Coltrane Jazziand 
Brilliant Corners Riverside Criss-Cross CBS 
Trio Recordings Prestige and many, many more.. 

Roy’s Jazz Shop 

180 Shaftesbury Avenue 

London WC2 

fcs=— 



NOW to THEJ^zmMuumrY ICE 
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ADVERTISE IN h 

THE WIRE 

•A tour to promote? 

•An event to publicise? 

• A record or prod uct to sell? ^^B 

• A service to offer? 

Call Advertising Manager David Hogan 
now on 01 437 0882 for our 
competitive advertising rates and 
copy dates. 

The Wire, 

51 Beak Street, London W1R 3DH. 
































LETTERS 



COMING IN 

THE 

wire 

FOR IANUARY 



NOW MONTHLY MEANS MUCH 


We welcome your comments, suggestions, criticisms. 
Send us your letters - we read them all. 

Write to "Letters", The Wire, 51 Beak Street, London 
W1R3DH. 


FROM BLUE NOTE TO 
BLUES INDIES 


FROM WAYNE SHORTER TO 
IRENE SCHWEIZER 



i&§ Sp 





FROM AMM TO TEDDY WILSON 


PLUS LIVE REVIEWS, BOOKS, 
CURRENT ALBUMS AND 
REISSUES. 


SUBSCRIBE TO BE SURE OF YOUR 
COPY- THE WIRE, 51 BEAK 
STREET, LONDON W 1 R 3 DH 
(01 -437 0882). 


ON SALE AT SPECIALIST SHOPS 
AND NEWSAGENTS NOW\ 












AFFINITY 

THE 5DWND DF TAZZ 


NOVEMBER (ILEA5E5 


Bob Brookmeyer Quintet 

Traditionalism Revisited AFF 127 


Curtis Amy & Dupree Bolton 

Katanga'AFF 128_ 
































Other Artists available on the ‘Works’ series: 
jan Garbarek 8232 661/8232 662 CD 
Gary Burton 8232 671/8232 672 CD 
Ralph Towner 8232 681/8232 682 CD 
Pat Metheny 8232 701/8232 702 CD 


John Abercrombie/Night ECM 1272/8232 122 CD 

Jack Dejohnette’s Special Edition/Album, Album ECM 1280 

Kenny Wheeler/Double, Double You ECM 1262 

Carla Bley/Heavy Heart WATT 14 

Chick Corea/Children’s Songs ECM 1267/8156 802 CD 



PAT METHENY/Rejoicing ECM 1271 
Charlie Haden/Billy Higgins 


ABDULLAH IBRAHIM (Dollar 
Brand) EKAYA 
EkapaOOS 


mms t 


TANIA MARIA/Love Explosion CJP 230/CJPC 230 me 
EMILY REMLER/Transitions CJ 236 
PONCHO SANCHEZ/Bien Sabroso CJP 239 
GIANTS OF JAZ2 GW 3004 

Dizzy Gillespie/Thelonius Monk/Sonny Stitt/Art Blakey/AI McKibbon 
MILTJACKSON QUARTET/Soul Route 2310 900/K 10900 me 
GERRY MULLIGAN/Little Big Horn GRPA 1003/GRPC 1003 me 
GRPD 9503 


BILLIE HOLIDAYAongs For 
Distingue Lovers 
2304 243/8150 554 me 


JOHN BLAKE/Maiden Dance GR 8309/GRC 8309 me 
JAMES NEWTON/Luella GR 8304/GRC 8304 me 


BOB MOSES/Visit With The Great 
Spirit GR 8307/GRC 8307 me 


THE GUEST STARS GS 10/GSC 10 me 
Marketed & Distributed by IMS 
54 Maddox Street London WI 
Ask Your Dealer to Order Through PolyGram 






















